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(b) Death or suffering from accident.

Accidents also may or may not be the conse-
quence of sin. The death of Bill Sikes, as it is recorded,
by being hanged by the neck in the noose which he
had hoped to slip over his body to aid escape was in
fact an accident. It resulted from his highly nervous,
unbalanced condition, which again was the result of
his guilt and the fear of being brought to justice by
his pursuers. The children make a true analysis of the
case who say that in certain of their own experiences
wrong-doing has been succeeded as a consequence
by an accident. They are sufficiently discerning to
see that the nervousness and forgetfulness which
follow transgression set up favourable conditions for
accidents. " We might be thinking of being found
out," writes one boy, " and going walking about
not thinking where we are going and get knocked
down with the traffic." In like manner but in
grosser degree a drunken person who is knocked
down and injured or killed meets with the accident
as a result of his sin, whereby he has surrendered
control of his movements. But there are thousands
of accidents, such as the one when the eighteen
were killed by the fall of the tower in Siloam, which
have nothing to do with sin (unless their cause be
sinful ignorance or carelessness) but again result
from the imperfection of our human and terrestrial
state.

Some children perceive that other and kindred
ills follow by natural sequence from transgression,
as the following statement by a very intelligent boy
aged twelve shews. " I told my grandma that I
had been playing out when I had been to the pictures.